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Some lord of monster: Kiss on top 

of their giant spider, Unfortunstely, 
Quarantine laws won't allow them 

to bring it to the UK. 


THE WORLD 
WIDE WEB 

Kiss unveil arachnid- 
themed 40th- 
anniversary stage set. 


"IT'S BEYOND ANYTHING 
YOU'VE SEEN. IT'S ABLE 
TO WALK TO THE FRONT 
OF THE STAGE." 


- 
- 
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The make-up! The myths! The movies! 


The secret history of Kiss by Gene & Paul 


rock n'rolls most iconic bands 
AN 3 marks another milestone: the 40th 
anniversary of the formation of Kis 

We created Kiss as the band chat we 


wanted to sec," savs singer and guitarist Pau 


Ganley, "A band that was larger than life 
Clad in face make-up and outlanc 
ost hev beca 
оон DOOR MATT xs “We wanted E » ^u 
and Santa Claus.” says bassist vocalist Gene Simmons 
ithe 70s, Kiss achieved leg ıs as the sclf-prodlaimex 
forrest Band In The Word" In the BOs, chev did the unthinkabl 
and took cff the make-up - and still had hits. And now, 17 years 


vakc-up 


nd Gene Simmons, the remaining 


бак candidly about the greatest ch 


acter: the secret history of Kiss 


е beast,” Stanley says, "but vou can't kill ic" 


"WE WERE SCARED" 


A cur 1976 with Dı Low Ihe most ambos amem of be а 

with a Lartsh production from Bob Erm. In contrast. Rock And 

rdcascd eta months Law тї; hard rock a ù 
hasi roach mas bom mot 4 тсссъчёү. but also 

Paul Stanley: Quite honestly, we were chic shit. We 

scared of where we h with Destroyer. We'd traded off the 
rawness of Kiss for s g more cinematic. Rob Exrin was 

a visionary. Without him, we were back to acing wit ur 
own boundaries, Rack And Rell Over was our 1 #0-degree turn 

to get back ıo weh and sounded | It wes! t rocket 
sch a Was to ro that рм vc оламу ol К Aba! 
the мє gave К сш big 9 x 


we recoeded in a disused th 


umcr, the producer, found The Star Theatre in Nanuct 


йк Аг 


New York, lt was a theatre in the round it around 


De ple out E had gone under as а Duness Venture gm 
this place would give us ambience of a gig. We wou 

se in me Y E "ut wen we m са we were 
not in the same room. Pesers drums were set up in a bachroon 
was credited as producer. Fans have this idea of us all in xdi 
wit ur art KONG Сас her, EMOVINE our camaraderie and 
laving mı vice, but irs kind of a nwt ~ 
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UNMASKED 


“I NEVER TOOK A DIME FROM 
VAN HALEN” 


hr 7, Gene Simmons saw the futu 


in LA d 
A 


of rack nod y 


and named Van Halen. Kiss manager Rall 


xs hemed them down, Five years Later Eddie Var 


Haken wa: 


1 to join Кё 


n.In 1977 
d called The Bovzz 


Gene Simmons: | discovered Van Н 


was imt 


1 00 sec а бап 


a dub in Angeles called the Starwood. My date 


was [scenesser] Bebe Buell Rodner Bingenheimer, 


a IM and dub owner, told me: Come carly, there's 
an opening band y 


What the hell kind of name is tha 


жа should вес: Y 


Halen. 1 go 


Ar the Starr Га been in the barhrc 
he blanks 


to sec Van Halen дк 


< out just in time 
omar. | was floored. Га 
r like Eddie 
Within three songs 


а guitar play Edward 


hea 


as be pecters to be called, 
waiting for them backstage. | introduced птузсії 
‘Hey man, thanks for 

And they tell 

A vognurt manutacrurer. 
Please don 


money, You arent gonna make a penny 


and they sav, in essence 
king the band, blah blah blah 
me, We have an investoe 


took them aside and sak 


xi under my wing, we do demos, ГЇ 


ger vou 


a deal...' So they 
They signed to t 
them to New York, pur ch 


ton com 


studios, and bought Dave Loe Roch some high-hec 
boots and leather pants. We recorded 15 songs 

it's available on booties, Irs clearly Van Halen. 
din T атусти eem. | ми 
by Bal Aucoin, our m 
our wing. But f 
evervbody tho 


it. I said 


мод them to be signed 


aper, аке Chem under 


ım Bill Aucoin to Paul Stanley 


as ridiculous. They didnt 
à eat hose words.” Rut 
lime 


Youre y 


и 


from them. I didn't need it. Bos 1 was 


e up (heir 


and 


all yo guys were wrong, you dines 

Years lares we were recoding Cams Of The 
Night and Eddie came donen so the studio. We had 
unch across the street. and Edward was saying that 


Roth was driving him nuts, and was gonna leave 


the band. Well, where do vou wanna go? ‘] want 
to join Kiss." | said to him, ‘Slow down. И vou play 
guitar in Kiss, how would you like Paul oc myself 


to say, No, no, play that solo differently’? Then he 
met Paul and said, ‘What do vou think of this song 
'm working on” He put on a demo and it starts 
That's interesting 
He said, "№ 


Edward, you're known 


off with a keyboard riff, 1 sak 
where's the guitar part gonna po? 


that's it” Your head spins 


He said 


asa guitar player. This is European disco. 
No, this is cool 
So he wer 


gonna call it Jump." 

back to the band and the f 
continued, the ups and downs, but m 
is clear. | said the right thing. You want to stav on 


the road as who vou are not veer 


somebodv else's road 


BIGGER THAN THE BEATLES 
When Kiss tonem 7 


they exer 


Japan fer the fina rime in Mach 19 
rad fan hysteria akin to Bestlemamia. anal the 
сифат shock of a society in which бин at rock concerts were 


contralled u stem 


a brarr tr 


Paul Stanley: We lcncw the Japanese fans would 


be waiting foc us at Tokyo airport, so we put on our 


make-up and costumes on the plane, Rat when we 


got 00 customs we had to take the make-up off so 


WASSER ASA ME COM. 


they could match faces to our passports. [t was 


a bit of an ordeal to take it off and then put й back 
on agaín, but we did it in record time and went out 
to meet the masses. И was the first time we'd left 
America knowing we were massive somewhere 
cise, but there was no way to prepare us for 
what was to come, Ar ids 
жос The Beatles! гссое for 
The reception we got was 
and tha 
catles movie. | was watching the movie but 
I was also starring in x 

But the hı 
is one of a loc of control 


udokan in Tokyo, we 


ойсстї atternlance. 
ike something out 


of a move movie would probably be 


istory and tradition in Japanese culture 
his wasnt a society that 


was built on people just legring loose. So ir was 


strange for us so do ce s where there were 
iwhes that senta signal to the audience. A green 
ight meant you're fine, yellow meant you're 

getting a 8011 out of hand 1 Camî уси TC 


in trouble. The 
of their seats and respond 


tans ve 


TAK 00 00 get oun 


more тусту than 


they were allowed so, and when thx 
stand up and get a litle crazy 
there was somebody there 
to very quickly get them 
r seat 

Ace and Peter 


were always homes 


n th 


Canons, so 


"ey ad to be 
watched a bit 
You're a guest 
in somebody's 
у «иі 
Vou сод EO XT 
appropriate 
Most of the time 
we were locked 


cou 


away in our hott 
But I remember going 
shopping, and the ching 
I found funny was if amy of the 
other guys were around, | could scc ther 


a block away. Our heads were in the clouds, so to 


wort basically the same type of sho 
offstage as | wore pe. My boots put me up 

into an arca where the air was thin. So it was very 
und to коер а low profile when off u look 


speak. Pius, cs 


ta 


not dissimilar to the way vou do с 


THE PHANTOM MENACE 
TV monte К 


Phantom Of The Park. a daft quad ys 


In 1978, Kio датой in the 


deummer Peter Criss, was vii? of the end 


Gene Simmons: Dv that point. Peter ard Ace had 
become unbearabic. in the Dcopnnuy they were 
Paul and myse 


1978, Ace wasnt playing on some of the recon 


every bit as important as But by 


and Peter always had a dark cloud over 
Durir p of Kia Meets The Phantom, 
they wx 


head. 


wid sometimes not show up on the set 


eso bad chat they had a substinute actor 


plaving Peter who had decided the monte was ove 


and just walked off. So there are some scenes when 
you see a close-up of the back of Peter's head. but 
it's not him. And Peter was so undecipherable that 


you couldn't understand his thick Brooklyne 


They had to have an actor substiruee his entire 


vocals. And of course, this really pissed him off 
Peter went off the dark edges and started doing 


drugs, Ix gor really bad when we were d 


"omo film for the 1979 tour. И was a big 
campaign: The Return Of Kiss. All we had to do 
was walk towards the camera ~ the four of us in 


Мс! 


м very upset, walked over to 


xanched his ineo the glass 


a glass table and 


it shattered, and of course Peter's tendons were 


ruined, We had to cancel the tour for six months 
while he healed 


Both Peter and Ace were accidents 


tung 


to happen. One time, Ace held some fireworks 


in his fist, closed his fist, then put a cigarette in 


his fist and of course И exploded. You st new 


knew what they would do next 


re eter кя 


“I WANTED LASSIE ON MY 


TECH 
1۴ 


all {сш 


Gene Simmons Ace and Peres were so upset with 


the bar 


studi, that t 


xr 1%, 1978 saw 
members af 
Ру: q 


SOLO ALBUM?" 


y were threatening t 


ups, booze, all t 


МЯ Aucoin held a meeting. lt was ke the Тана 


erence 


when ( 


e release of solo albums Їч 
as an ungwcchnecd feat $ 
nome to yp A (үт 


unc um Row wit arx 
t discuss what would be the 
the S М Va 


Paul Stanley 
t doesn't fix t 


att 


ood 


ж poe 


u 


" 


asert a bad i 


en speaking 


Gene Simmons: 


to Hollywood 


in with Cher, and we had 


enough money todo whatever we wanted to, So 


went off the deep end. | put together a group 


arx] Rob eger ~ ambody and even 


asse on the thing! | wanted to bee 


Ы When You Wi Upon A 


mportant song for me, the 


was singing 


you an u 
ıs more inspiring 
hen 1 sang that 
I 
Paul Stanley: | wasn't fond of Gene's album. 
was style over substance, 1 thought Ж was mort 
al " ton the albu vlde 
w a talking chipmunk 
ar T hort by trving . 
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show "T 


Li mn 
was the last tiene П 
Gene Simmons I 0 
slew sated tr t 
ol и sión wohnt 
and su X Four solo ска 
D cen done | ura 
алу ba т d. Ping 
sc recom Угу ат 
abou ап ‹ T am ›. hut 
ll s est а milla 
' а grund experiment and й ws ги 
k togeth iple mon 
% il L м ru м 


xk far 


ookcd 0 ruil cr 


Paul Stanley 


à tn 1 
мі. There D 
f sc 
ut wt ne wi 
un Ls а Ux 
ccd am 1 
a ut m 
saved the title of Uma 
make up UE kenn 
unfortunately it was а 


Gene Simmons И was 


ski have a com 


"IT WAS AN APOLOGY TO 
$" 


Paul Stanley: ( 
ıpology to ch 


^ 


ua act 
Paul Standey: 1n t 


tre 


wns 


сш 


ТНЕ РАМ 


Nim 


vil 


Y cn 
A 0 
aning in 
vir 
n other 
later 
r 
" 79 
\ игу be 
ve Linemashed tı 
t stralia а 
nc ттш г 
KISSTERLA’ lt м 
ig they had sec 
пр we nad 
fling t 
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no nt 
ит xd 
Gene Simmons Our pr 
ame x n 
on. Pardon 
king w { 
ak { 
Im ۹ 
Ile fo 
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агы: 
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м, he w 
Paul Stanley: Hones 
mai 
"и 
and a y n 
I moine 
] 
TT à 
4 А 
der 
рә фе : "Ме was never right 
ene Simmons + З i E for the band: 
wert so CO t қ Simmoes with ill 
vould be ups M y , ы fated guitarist Vinnie 
Vincent 
ч - 
x ers P. 
= YOU, BUT 
over, alth ‚ BUT 
re 
ad absolute! ON TH 
ith the ENI 
id the vid 
| " 
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iw 


Gene Simmons 
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"HE WAS THE SWEETEST PRESSURE i, ak ee e pg + was heartbresking lt made me furious wit 
GUY IN THE BAND” обо Corpigin Cod becouse fies bicho dida віники 


yaad Pr U 1 wr IN a s one last tme x Г wx t hat си se. there по excuse forc what appen 
91 ' son. H ust ha H I iv that 
i ring ст ont him er ska «hamster и he phe ont Vd ıd. He nen MEL ary 
n 1 xi n 
Gene Semmons: The het we knew ol Eric's Some of &-t always so thx « who pot sick. At the end the 
incor was when h cd up sr n really thought that we were ins {ст ux 11 abo Ich and hap 1 that ond 
’ t ۱ r N 1 ıt 1! ' ' I 


